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FOREWORD 


ON  MARCH  6,  1906,  a  number  of  persons,  most  of 
them  entirely  blind,  a  few  with  partial  sight,  met  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  George  L.  Maitland,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
discuss  the  establishment  of  a  Home  for  the  aged  blind. 
Of  the  twenty-one  Homes  for  the  aged  visited  by  Mrs. 
Agnes  B.  Reybold,  who  had  inaugurated  the  movement, 
only  two  would  accept  the  blind.  Even  the  church  Homes 
for  the  aged  were  not  willing  then  to  admit  those  deprived 
of  sight. 

The  Chapin  Memorial  Home  was  named  for  Mr. 
William  Chapin,  who  had  consecrated  his  life  to  the  service 
of  the  blind  and  had  visioned  a  Home  of  happiness  and  se¬ 
curity  for  the  sightless  in  their  declining  years.  The  Home 
was  incorporated  November  20,  1908,  and  its  first  presi¬ 
dent  was  Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon,  a  man  who,  like  Mr.  Chapin, 
dedicated  his  life  to  work  for  the  blind. 

Mr.  George  A.  Smith,  the  vice-president,  in  January, 
1910,  lent  a  small  house  at  2139  North  Stanley  Street, 
Philadelphia,  where,  within  a  few  days,  the  Home  was 
started  with  three  elderly  ladies  as  its  first  residents.  This 
small  family,  a  housekeeper  and  a  manservant  filled  the 
house  to  capacity.  The  need  of  larger  accommodations 
immediately  became  apparent  as  applications  for  admission 
were  coming  in  rapidly. 

A  large  bazaar,  which  was  sponsored  by  a  number  of 
churches,  was  very  successful  and  brought  to  the  Home  a 
considerable  sum. 
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In  May,  1911,  the  property  at  6713  Woodland  Avenue 
was  purchased  and  made  comfortable  for  the  family  of 
residents.  Those  on  the  waiting  list  could  then  be  admitted. 
In  1912  the  adjoining  property  at  67 1 1  Woodland  Avenue 
was  secured  for  the  use  of  the  men  who  had  applied  for 
admission.  Again,  in  1914,  further  enlargement  was  felt 
to  be  necessary  and  an  annex  was  added  to  67 13  Woodland 
Avenue  which  gave  room  for  more  guests.  At  present  there 
are  nineteen  women  and  four  men  residents  in  the  Home. 

The  Home  is  non-sectarian  and  is  supported  entirely  by 
legacies  and  voluntary  contributions,  and  receives  neither 
county  nor  state  aid. 

Our  By-Laws  provide  that  all  pensions  should  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  corporation  to  assist  in  the  support 
of  the  residents.  However,  it  has  been  our  policy  to  give 
each  resident  $15.00  of  the  $40.00  received  from  the  State 
pension  for  spending  money. 

From  time  to  time  legacies  and  gifts  have  been  secured 
by  the  efforts  of  its  friends,  particularly  by  Mr.  John  Cad- 
walader,  Sr.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Henry  Woodward, 
who  constantly  devoted  much  of  their  time  and  energy  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Chapin  Home. 

The  family  of  Miss  Edith  Manning,  a  former  Manager 
of  the  Home,  presented  the  Home  with  a  fund,  the  income 
from  which  is  distributed  among  the  Home  residents,  thus 
enabling  them  to  gratify  any  small  needs. 

The  Moon  fund  supplies  the  Christmas  cheer,  an  enter¬ 
tainment  given  at  the  Christmas  season,  accompanied  by 
refreshments. 

Two  special  funds  exist,  the  John  Cadwalader  Memorial 
Fund  and  the  L.  Delfino  and  E.  R.  N.  Delfino  Memorial 
Fund,  which  were  established  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
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men’s  building  when  conditions  are  deemed  favorable. 

Since  the  last  published  report,  acknowledgment  is  made 
of  receipt  of  the  following  legacies: 


Estate  of  Lula  M.  Shepard .  $15,000.00 

Estate  of  Sara  Bamford .  1,628.03 


Between  the  ages  of  65  and  75,  an  admission  fee  of 
$500.00  and  $150.00  for  funeral  expenses  is  paid.  After 
the  age  of  75,  the  admission  fee  is  $350.00. 

The  Home,  in  its  thirty-five  years  of  existence,  has  had 
five  presidents:  Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon,  Mr.  John  Cadwalader, 
Mr.  John  Cadwalader,  Jr.,  Mr.  Caleb  J.  Milne,  Jr.,  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  R.  Hoffman. 
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REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 


March  11,  1947 


Air.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

IT  IS  my  pleasant  duty  to  report  for  the  year  1946  on 
behalf  of  The  Board  of  Managers  of  The  Chapin  Me¬ 
morial  Home  for  the  Aged  Blind. 

The  management  of  the  Home  continues  smoothly  in 
spite  of  increased  prices  and  the  precarious  help  situation, 
and,  we  believe,  always  to  the  advantage  of  our  charges. 

Many  of  our  residents  are  now  in  their  late  80’s  and  early 
90's  and  they  naturally  are  becoming  weaker  and  suffer 
more  or  less  from  the  usual  infirmities  of  those  advanced 
years,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  residents  is 
remarkably  good  and  we  cannot  help  but  believe  that  this 
is  due  to  the  watchful  care  of  those  in  charge. 

We  regret  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Florence  Maitland, 
who  so  ably  and  for  many  years  labored  for  the  Home. 
Her  position  as  corresponding  secretary  was  taken  over  by 
Mr.  David  McClintock.  We  are  more  than  pleased  to  re¬ 
port  the  addition  to  the  Board  of  Mrs.  John  Cadwalader, 
for  the  Cadwalader  family  has  long  been  associated  with 
the  work  of  the  Home. 

Since  our  last  report,  the  Grim  Reaper  has  claimed  Mr. 
Cunningham,  Mrs.  Gawthorp,  Miss  Wills,  Mr.  Norton, 
Mrs.  Binkley  and  Mrs.  Miller.  In  their  places  Mrs.  Bauer, 
Mrs.  Benhart,  Miss  Strom,  Mr.  Britts  and  Mrs.  White  have 
been  admitted.  We  still  have  a  waiting  list  in  the  Women’s 
Building  and  are  receiving  requests  for  information  and 
applications  constantly. 
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It  is  appalling  to  realize  how  many  deserving  blind 
would  like  to  enter  such  a  home  as  ours  but  who  lack  the 
funds  for  admission  and  we  deplore  the  fact  that  those  who 
are  eligible  are  denied  admission  because  of  lack  of  room. 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  there  is  a  mistaken  idea 
among  the  various  social  agencies  that  our  Home  is  a 
boarding  home  to  which  applicants  are  admitted  solely  on 
the  pension.  This  explains  why  we  have  so  many  inquiries 
from  those  who  lack  the  required  fee. 

The  physical  condition  of  the  buildings  is  kept  in  splen¬ 
did  form,  considering  the  age  of  the  property  and  the 
Household  Committee  makes  every  effort  to  correct  any 
defect  or  make  necessary  repairs  immediately. 

The  Board  of  Managers  is  indeed  most  appreciative  of 
the  prompt  manner  in  which  the  Board  of  Trustees  adopted 
its  recommendation  to  install  a  mechanical  heating  system, 
and  while  there  would  seem  to  be  certain  difficulties  in 
operation  that  need  adjusting,  the  system  nevertheless  is  a 
decided  improvement  over  the  former  method  of  heating. 

Throughout  the  year,  our  residents  have  had  the  usual 
dinners,  parties,  birthday  remembrances,  etc.,  which  go  to 
make  their  lives  more  cheerful  and  we  are  most  grateful  to 
everyone  who  has  contributed  in  any  degree  to  their  enjoy¬ 
ment.  We  are,  as  in  the  past,  deeply  indebted  to  Miss 
Maulsby  and  Miss  Greenough  for  their  most  generous  con¬ 
tributions,  but  we  are  equally  appreciative  of  the  donations 
and  contributions  given  toward  this  worthwhile  endeavor 
by  the  many,  many  friends  of  the  Home.  We  only  regret 
we  cannot,  for  lack  of  space,  name  each  and  every  one. 

The  Philadelphia  Young  Friends  Association  gave  a  very 
fine  performance  of  “The  Mikado”  in  the  Parish  House  of 
St.  James  Church  for  the  benefit  of  the  Home,  and,  while 
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we  should  have  realized  considerably  more  from  the  ven¬ 
ture,  we  nevertheless  had  a  most  enjoyable  evening  and  our 
old  folks  were  able  to  attend  and  share  in  the  enjoyment. 

The  religious  exercises  on  Sunday  afternoon  continue 
throughout  the  year  and  were  it  possible  we  should  like  to 
include  herein  the  names  of  the  numerous  clergymen  who 
take  the  time  out  of  their  very  busy  lives  to  give  this  splen¬ 
did  service  to  the  Home. 

Our  Donation  Day  and  June  Fete  were,  as  in  the  past 
few  years,  much  curtailed,  due  to  the  conditions,  but  we 
held  teas  on  those  days  which  were  successful  from  the 
standpoint  of  creating  good  will  and  happiness  among  the 
residents  and  those  interested  in  the  Home. 

Your  Board  of  Managers  here  express  appreciation  for 
the  cooperation  afforded  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  making 
the  Home  a  real  home  for  those  in  our  care. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lillian  M.  Thomas, 
Recording  Secretary. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
AUXILIARY  COMMITTEE  OF  LADIES 

Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  Aged  Blind 
March  11,  1947 

SINCE  THE  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  Aged  Blind,  the 
Auxiliary  Committee  have  held  meetings  on  the  following 
dates:  April  10th,  October  9th,  December  I2th,  1946,  and 
February  12th,  1947. 

During  Gimbel  Week  for  the  Blind  the  ladies  of  the 
Auxiliary  served  daily  at  the  Chapin  Home  Booth  and  were 
gratified  to  receive  the  sum  of  $110.67  to  give  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 


Mr.  Weinhold  .  $  .75 

Mrs.  Rambo  4.30 

Miss  Gruber  .90 

Miss  Miller .  3-80 

Miss  Lusk  .  .  .60 

Miss  Kirk  46.35 

Miss  Clunen  26.85 

Mrs.  Jones .  11.00 

Mrs.  Matthews  .  .60 

Mr.  Norton .  3.48 

Mr.  Hillman  .  12.04 


$110.67 


The  Committee  (being  cost  of  materials)  18.23 

Tips  and  taxi .  -95 

Gross  Receipts  $129.85 
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I  think  that  the  amount  shown  above  is  a  testimony  that 
the  Occupational  Therapy  class  is  doing  a  good  work.  Mrs. 
Moore  is  a  fine  teacher  and  seems  to  keep  all  hands  busy 
and  satisfied.  One  is  fully  repaid  when  one  sees  the  happy 
smile  on  their  faces  when  they  receive  their  money  after 
Gimbel  Week.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  help  these  handicapped 
people. 

During  the  past  year  Mrs.  Koons  was  elected  on  the 
Auxiliary — she  often  visits  in  the  Home  and  is  of  great  as¬ 
sistance  to  Mrs.  Moore  as  she  is  very  interested  in  the  knit¬ 
ting  activities  of  our  friends. 

There  was  no  June  Fete  this  year — instead  of  which  a 
play  was  given  in  Dr.  Gilbert’s  Parish  House,  at  68th  and 
Woodland  Avenue.  The  members  of  the  Auxiliary  sold 
tickets  for  this  affair  and  many  of  them  attended  it  and 
found  it  most  enjoyable. 

Miss  Gruber  is  now  in  the  Helen  de  Philip  Home  in 
Germantown — Mrs.  Schoff,  Miss  Brown,  Mrs.  Levick  and 
several  others  have  visited  her  there  and  were  glad  to  find 
her  well  and  happy. 

Mrs.  Moore  reports  the  following: 

Two  of  the  ladies,  Mrs.  Benhart  and  Mrs.  Bauer,  are  mak¬ 
ing  leather  belts.  Mr.  Hillman  makes  very  good  looking 
aluminum  candy  dishes  and  copper  ashtrays. 

Mr.  Britz  keeps  himself  busy  making  toy  furniture.  He 
recently  sold  two  trains  and  a  castle  during  Gimbel  Week. 

Mrs.  Jones  still  makes  rugs  and  mats  but  she  does  not  do 
so  regularly.  Miss  Kirk  does  quantities  of  crochet  and  Miss 
Clunen  is  one  of  our  star  knitters. 

Several  parties  have  been  held  in  the  Home— Mrs.  Dunn 
and  Mrs.  Schoff  entertained  at  tea  in  January.  At  this  party 
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Mrs.  Dicky  played  the  piano  and  Mr.  Henry  Campowsky 
the  violin.  All  had  a  very  happy  time. 

During  the  past  year  Mrs.  Harris  retired.  Everyone  will 
miss  her  for  she  was  always  so  gracious  when  anyone  visited 
the  Home  and  she  was  really  fond  of  her  "children”,  always 
saying  a  word  of  cheer  to  them.  Mrs.  Seymour  is  now  Act¬ 
ing  Superintendent  and  she  carries  the  good  wishes  of  the 
Auxiliary.  She  is  a  very  fine,  capable  person  and  is  familiar 
with  the  Home  and  the  residents. 

Several  of  our  guests  have  passed  on  during  the  last  year. 
This  is  always  to  be  expected  in  a  Home  for  the  Aged. 

Our  Chairman  is  as  active  as  ever  and  always  has  the 
Chapin  Home  in  mind.  No  task  is  too  big  for  her  if  it  will 
in  any  way  lighten  the  burdens  of  others. 

Mrs.  Charles  Lee  is  our  very  able  Chairman  of  the  Occu¬ 
pational  Therapy.  She  often  visits  the  Home  and  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  guests  there. 

All  of  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  are  most  interested 
in  the  Chapin  Home  for  the  Aged  Blind  and  I  hope  that 
we  can  keep  up  this  good  and  worthwhile  activity  for  many 
years  to  come. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  T.  Levick, 
Recording  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


Abstract  from  the  Treasurer’s  Report 
For  the  Year  1946 

PRINCIPAL  ACCOUNT 

Investments  and  Cash 

Elizabeth  Roe  Dunning  Fund  $  1,170.00 

Irene  W.  Woodward  and  Agnes  B.  Reybold  Fund  95,03100 

Edith  M.  Manning  Residents'  Fund  1,010.00 

Harriet  C.  Hill  Fund  4,890.00 

Beulah  T.  P.  Milne  Fund  1,250.00 

Robert  C.  Moon  Fund  5,850.00 

Permanent  Fund .  118,544.49 

Estate  of  Mary  E.  Gramlich  Fund  120.02 

Louise  Chapin  Rothermel  Fund  3,423  70 

General  Endowment  Fund .  97,766.74 

Samuel  L.  Haines  Fund  38,682.70 

H.  D.  Justi  Fund  1,158.34 

John  Cadwalader  Memorial  Fund  72,053.42 

D.  D.  Wood  Fund .  2,050.75 

Burial  Fund .  3,266.77 

Campbell  Memorial  Room  Fund  9,903  99 

L.  Deliino  and  E.  R.  N.  Delfino  Memorial  Fund  1,900.00 

Lula  M.  Shepard  Bequest  .  14,552.26 

Reserve  . i. .  2,000.00 

$474,624.18 
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INCOME  ACCOUNT 


Receipts 

Balance  on  Hand — January  1,  1946 — General  Income  $  883.07 

Balance  in  Funds  other  than  General  Income — January  1, 

!946  1,855.69 

Contributions  1 14.00 

General  Income .  2,833.41 

Permanent  Fund .  4,381.89 

General  Endowment  Fund  3,980.03 

Harriet  C.  Hill  Fund .  205.00 

Beulah  T.  P.  Milne  Fund  50.00 

Louise  Chapin  Rothermel  Fund .  155.00 

Estate  of  Mary  E.  Gramlich .  . 0 _ 

Irene  M.  Woodward  and  Agnes  B.  Reybold  Fund  4,206.95 

Robert  C.  Moon  Fund  232.64 

Elizabeth  Roe  Dunning  Fund .  45.00 

L.  Delfino  and  E.  R.  N.  Delfino  Memorial  Fund .  64.00 

Campbell  Room  Fund .  310.35 

Pensions  received  from  Residents  10,148.20 

Henry  D.  Justi  Fund .  45.00 

Cadwalader  Fund .  2,679-37 

Burial  Fund .  117.43 

David  D.  Wood  Fund  .  97.50 

Shepard  Fund . 297.50 

Samuel  L.  Haines  Fund-  1,461.16 

Edith  M.  Manning  Residents'  Fund  60.00 

$34,223.19 
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PAYMENTS 


General  Maintenance  and  other  Expenses  of  the  Home  $19,324.31 

Residents  Share  of  Pensions  returned  3,917.46 

Income  for  use  of  Residents  140.98 

Cadwalader  Fund  Income  capitalized  2,680.93 

t 

Accrued  interest  on  investments  132.01 

Commissions  of  Treasurer .  1,114.72 

Support  of  Robert  B.  Haines  from  Samuel  W.  Haines  Estate  500.00 

Medical  Services .  —  0  — 

Reserve  .  2,000.00 

Balances  in  Funds  other  than  General  Income  12/31/46  2,423.43 

Balance  December  31,  1946,  General  Income  1,989-35 


$34,223.19 
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The  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Managers  wish  to  thank 
their  many  friends  for  the  generous  help  and  support 
rendered  the  Home. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 

I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  Chapin  Memorial 
Home  for  Aged  Blind,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 


(Note. — A  will  made  within  thirty  days  of  decease  of 
testator  is  void  as  to  charities  in  Pennsylvania. ) 


